Annapoornaiah And Venkata
Ramanamma
Annapoornaiah and Venkata Ramanamma are inseperable
couple. Rarely we find husband and wife working closely for so-
cial welfare and political freedom. Venkataramanamrna was his
partner and co-sharer of life. Born in 1906 at Peddapuram. she
married Annapoornaiah in 1919 when he was a student. She helped
her husband by participating in socially useful programmes as well
as activities. Although their's was an arranged marriage, in a way it
was a love marriage because they had to over come initial hurdles
caused by their parents. Annapoornaiah paid a rich tribute to her in
his song "VeeraPatni1 (valiant wife).
When her husband took the reckless step of discontinuing his
studies all of a sudden in response to the call from the political
leaders, she took a pragmatic view and wrote a letter reminding her
husband of the difficulties they had to face on account of family
circumstances and poverty, and advised him not to act in haste. She
however did not discourage him. She was not less patriotic. She
only pleaded for postponement but not cancellation. Disregarding
her advice he plunged head - long in to the vortex of the political
struggle. In this matter it is difficult to decide who was right and
who was wrong. There was a strong opinion among some of the
leaders that those who enter public life without economic indepen-
dence would run into slander and scandals.
The Annapoornaiah couple joined the Sitanagaram Goutami
Satyagraha camp in 1925 and played an active part in its construc-
tive activities. In 1927 they were blessed with a daughter whom
they named Rajeswari.
When Sitanagaram camp was declared unlawful and the police
were about to raid it, all women were asked to go out and seek
safety. But Ramanamma declined to leave the Ashram saying" We,
women will remain here and face the consequences along with our